APOLOGY
By SOCRATES

Born in 469 B.C., Socvates belonged to a group of poets, dramatists, P/Jilﬂwﬁgeg, Iﬂrgt;;r, B;rtam,,,m, g
orn Ny . . . y . beﬁﬁb fmtﬂry C. In .C'J B tbe

: bringing Athens into its Golden Age in ¢ : o0

gf"”"'lj m/feo %kb{o‘:gbt’:‘i’tial in Athens, ostensibly on the charge of cortabtmg the J.Jafztb and advacating

:b::::tz,zp of new gods. Really, however, he had created problems by questioning the policies and valye of the

Athenian Establishmens. Here be defends himself (apologia means “defense”) against the charges leveled gaing

bim.

How you, O Athenians, have been affected by my accusers, I cannot tell; but I know that they
almost made me forget who I was—so persuasively did they speak; and yet thtfy have. hardly uttereq
a word of truth. But of the many falsehoods told by them, there was one which quite amazed me;
mean when they said that you should be upon your guard and not'allow ourselves to be deceiveq
by the force of my eloquence. To say this, when they were certain to be c!etected as soon as |
opened my lips and proved myself to be anything but a great speaker, did indeed appear to me
most shameless—unless by the force of eloquence they mean the force of truth; for if such is their
meaning, I admit that I am eloquent. But in how different a way from theirs! Well, as I was saying,
they have scarcely spoken the truth at all; from me you shall hear the whole truth, but not delivered
after their manner in a set oration duly ornamented with fine words and phrases. No, by heaven!
I shall use the words and arguments which occur to me at the moment, for I am confident in the
justice of my cause; at my time of life ought not to be appearing before you, O men of Athens, in
the character of a boy inventing falsehoods—let no one expect it of me. And I must particularly
beg of you to grant me this favour:—If I defend myself in my accustomed manner, and you hear me
using the words which many of you have heard me using habitually in the agora, at the tables of the
money-changers, and elsewhere, I would ask you not to be surprised, and not to interrupt me on
this account. For I am more than seventy years of age, and appearing now for the first time before
a court of law, I am quite a stranger to the language of the place; and therefore I would have you
regard me as if I were really a stranger, whom you would excuse if he spoke in his native tongue, and
after the fashion of his country:—Am I making an unfair request of you? Never mind the manner,
which may or may not be good; but think only of the truth of my words, and give heed to that: let
the speaker speak truly and the judge decide justly.

» Who have accused me falsely to you during many

their hearers are apt to fancy tha
they are many, and their charges agaj
days when some of you were more impressib|
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g first convinced themselves—all
wt; t::gn:: :::;e, and cross-examine
- ik . A argue when there is
n0™  the other ancient: and I hope that you will see ¢he pro

t ,
5 f:;] o accusations you heard long before the others, anq
[ ]

ri i ;
Priety of my answering the latter first
much oftener, ,

| chen, I must make my defense, and endeavour o remov

i have had a long tim .
der which you 8 e to take in. May | ,
sl ; i - Yy I succeed, if
:n § yours, OF lnkjly ti) av'fnl m; in my cause! The task is not an eﬂsylo:;-sr;csiei be (flor my good
. : ; ; i
qature of it. And so leaving the event with God, in obedience to the law I willunovirirt:rl: ::e
Y

Jefense:

e from your minds in a short time,

{yill begin ¢ the beginning, and ask what is the accusation which has given rise to the sland

of me, and in fact has encouraged Meletus to prefer this charge against me. Well wh:tsdan Ef
Janderers say? They shall be my prosecutors, and this is the information they swe;r a, ains(t) rtne
ocrates is an evil-doer; a meddler who searches into things under the earth and in hgaven, anec.i

makes the worse appear the better cause, and teaches the aforesaid practices to others.’ Such is the

qature of the accusation: it is just what you have yourselves seen in the comedy of Aristophanes,

who has introduced a man whom he calls Socrates, swinging about and saying that he walks on air,
and talking 2 deal of nonsense concerning matters of which I do not pretend to know either much
or little—not that I mean to speak disparagingly of anyone who is a student of natural philosophy.
May Meletus never bring so many charges against me as to make me do that! But the simple truth
is, O Athenians, that T have nothing to do with physical speculations. Most of those here present
are witnesses to the truth of this, and to them I appeal. Speak then, you who have heard me, and tell
your neighbours whether any of you have ever known me hold forth in few words or in many upon
such matters... You hear their answer. And from what they say of this part of the charge you will be
able to judge of the truth of the rest.

As little foundation is there for the report that I am a teacher, and take money; this accusation has
no more truth in it than the other. Although, if 2 man were really able to instruct mankind, this
too would, in my opinion, be an honour to him. There is Gorgias of Leontium, and Prodicus of
Ceos, and Hippias of Elis, who go the round of the cities, and are able to persuade the young men
to leave their own citizens by whom they might be taught for nothing, and come to them whom
they not only pay, but are thankful if they may be allowed to pay them. There is at this time 2
Parian philosopher residing in Athens, of whom I have heard; and I came to hear of him in this
way:—] came across a man who has spent morc money on the sophists than the rest of the wc?rld
put together, Callias, the son of Hipponicus, and knowing that he had sons, | askec'l him: ‘Callias,’
I said, if your two sons were foals or calves, there would be no difficulty in ﬁndmg‘ someone to
put over them; we should hire a traines of horses, or a farmer probably, who wou¥d improve and
perfect them in the appropriate virtue and excellence; but as they are human beings, whom are

R
you thinking of placing over them? Is there anyone who understands human and civic virtue: You

. > , . 2 2 i b
must have thought about the matter, for you have sons; 18 there anyone?’ ‘“There 1s, he said. “Who

is he?" said I; ‘and of what country? and what does he charge?” ‘E.venus the Pat.i an,"he replied; ‘h.e
is the man, and his charge is five minas.’ Happy is Evenus, I said to myself, if he really haz kit
wisdom, and teaches at such a moderate charge. Liad I the same, I should have been very proud and

conceited; but the truth is that I have no knowledge of the kind.
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I dare say, Athenians, that someone among you will reply, “Yes, SOC.fatf-'S, but what ;g Your
occupation? What is the origin of these accusations which are brought against you; there myge haye
been something strange which you have been doing? All these rumours and_ this talk aboy¢ you
would never have arisen if you had been like other men: tell us, then, Whi'lt is the cause of them
for we should be sorry to judge hastily of you.” Now I regard this as a fair chal_lenge, and | Wili
endeavour to explain to you the reason why I am called wise and have such an evil fame. Pleage ¢,
attend then. And although some of you may think I am joking, I declare that I will te] you the
entire truth. Men of Athens, this reputation of mine has come of a certain sort of wisdom which |
possess. If you ask me what kind of wisdom, I teply, wisdom such as may perhaps be attaineq by
man, for to that extent I am inclined to believe that I am wise; whereas the persons of whom, | Was
speaking have a kind of superhuman wisdom, which I know not how to describe, because I hay, i
not myself; and he who says that I have, speaks falsely, and is taking away my character. And here,
O men of Athens, I must beg you not to interrupt me, even if I seem to say something extravagan,
For the word which I will speak is not mine. I will refer you to a witness who is worthy of credit;
that witness shall be the god of Delphi—he will tell you about my wisdom, if I have any, and of
what sort it is. You must have known Chaerephon; he was early a friend of mine, and also a friend of
yours, for he shared in the recent exile of the people, and returned with you. Well, Chaerephon, ag
you know, was very impetuous in all his doings, and he went to Delphi and boldly asked the oracle
to tell him whether—as I was saying, I must beg you not to interrupt—he actually asked the oracle
to tell him whether anyone was wiser than I was, and the Pythian prophetess answered that there
was no man wiser. Chaerephon is dead himself; but his brother, who is in court, will confirm the

truth of what I am saying.

Why do I mention this? Because I am going to explain to you why I have such an evil name. When
T heard the answer, I said to myself, What can the god mean? and what is the interpretation of his
riddle? for I know that I have no wisdom, small or great. What then can he mean when he says that
I'am the wisest of men? And yet he is a god, and cannot lie; that would be against his nature. After
long perplexity, I thought of 2 method of trying the question. I reflected that if I could only find
a man wiser than myself, then I might go to the god with a refutation in my hand. I should say to
him, ‘Here is a man who is wiser than I am; but you said that I was the wisest.’ Accordingly I went
to one who had the reputation of wisdom, and observed him—his name I need not mention, he
was a politician; and in the process of examining him and talking with him, this, men of Athens,
was what I found. I could not help thinking that he was not really wise, although he was thought
wise by many, and still wiser by himself; and thereupon I tried to explain to him that he thought
himself wise, but was not really wise; and the consequence was that he hated me, and his enmity
was shared by several who were present and heard me. So I left him, saying to myself as I went away:
Well, alchough I do not suppose that either of us knows any thing really worth knowing, I am at
least wiser than this fellow—for he knows nothing, and thinks that he knows; I neither know nor
think that I know. In this one little point, then, I seem to have the advantage of him. Then I went
to another who had still higher pretensions to wisdom, and my conclusion was exactly the same-
Whereupon I made another enemy of him, and of many others besides him.

Then I went to one man after another, being not unconscious of the enmity which I provoked, and
I'lamented. and feared this: but necessity was laid upon me,—the word of God, I thought, ought
to be considered first. And I said to myself, Go I must to all who appear to know, and find out the
meaning of the oracle. And I swear to you, Athenians,—for I must tell you the truth—the result
of my mission was just this: I found that the men most jn repute were nearly the most foolish; and
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[esS esteened were really closer to wisdom, 1 will tell , ;
§of iefs = alean’ labours, as | may call the ¥ tell you the tale of my wanderings
ot e Herc = y em, which I endured only to find at last che oracle
-.lf“l,()[f;a . After 1hc.p01m.cm"s’ Iwent to the posrs; tragic, dithyrambic, and all sorts. A dui I
et elf, you will be instantly detected; now you will find out that ’()u nrcrr‘a -b‘. , . .[ lt":'-
gid (0 " Accor dingly, I lo.()k them some of the most elaborate l)ﬂssagcqyi" i ore |Lq(1rant t’ az
chey awlml was the meaning of them—thinking that they would lcu;'h me «)r:‘c"t'[ll:‘:“l&/g; an
ok o me? 1 8™ ashamed to confess the truth, but I must say that there is hi;rdly a ')c:on lrcs}:::
" would not have “‘"_"cd better about their poetry than they did themselves. So I :carm lEat not
wh Jisdo do poets write poetry, but by a sort of genius and inspiration; they are like diviners or
by ™ ers who also say many fine things, but do not understand the meaning of them. The poets
o )ﬁ;m to me to be much in the same (‘as?; and I further observed that upon the strcng.;lh of their
.,}oﬂﬂ’ they believed ‘th-emselves ;o be the wnse'st of men in other things in which they were not wise.
;‘ol dcpﬂffed’ conceiving myself to be superior to them for the same reason that I was superior to

iricians.
(he polmc

 last ] went t0 the artisans, for I was conscious that I knew nothing at all, as I may say, and I was
cure that they knew many ﬁ“‘f thm.gs; and here I was not mistaken, for they did know many things
of which I was ignoran_t, and in this they certainly were wiser than I was. But I observed that even
he good artisans fell into the same error as the poets;—because they were good workmen they
rhought that they also knew all sorts of high matters, and this defect in them overshadowed their
wisdom; and therefore 1 asked myself on behalf of the oracle, whether I would like to be as I was,
neither having their knowledge nor their ignorance, or like them in both; and I made answer to
myself and to the oracle that I was better off as I was.

Discounrses ror READING

This inquisition has led to my having many enemies of the worst and most dangerous kind, and has
given rise also to many imputations, including the name of ‘wise’; for my hearers always imagine
that I myself possess the wisdom which I find wanting in others. But the truth is, O men of Athens,
that God only is Wise; and by his answer he intends to show that the wisdom of men is worth lictle
or nothing; although speaking of Socrates, he is only using my name by way of illustration, as if
he said, He, O men, is the wisest, who, like Socrates, knows that his wisdom is in truth worth
nothing. And so I go about the world, obedient to the god, and search and make inquiry into the
wisdom of anyone, whether citizen or stranger, who appears to be wise; and if he is not wise, then in
vindication of the oracle I show him that he is not wise; and my occupation quite absorbs me, and
I have had no time to do anything useful either in public affairs or in any concern of my own, but I
am in utter poverty by reason of my devotion to the god.

There is another thing:—young men of the richer classes, who have not much to do, come about me
of their own accord; they like to hear people examined, and they often imitate me, and proceed to
do some examining themselves; there are plenty of persons, as they quickly discover, who think that
they know something, but really know lictle ot nothing; and then those who are examined by them
instead of being angry with themselves are angry with me: This confounded Socrates, they say; this
villainous misleader of youth!—and then if somebody asks them, Why, what evil does he practice
or teach? they do not know, and cannot tell; but in order that they may not appear to be at a loss,
they repeat the ready-made charges which are used against all philosophers about teaching things
up in the clouds and under the earth, and having no gods, and making the worse appear the better
cause; for they do not like to confess that their pretense of knowledge has been detected—which
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are numerous and ambitious and energf‘ti(', and speak vehemently With
14 ed your ears with their loud and inveterate calumnjes, And this ;
S
d Anytus and Lycon, have set upon me; Melery
hy my three accusers, Meletus an : US, wh
?ai « quareel ich me on behalf of che pocts; Anytus, on behalf of the craftsmen ang Politicign,,
d behalf of the rhetoricians: and as I said at the beginning, I (:annor_ €xpect to geg rid 0}
Lycon, on o O men of Athens, is the truth ang the whe,
e

f i And this,
h a mass of calumny all in a moment. :
:’ltfth?l have concealed nothing, I have dissembled nothing. And yet, I feel sure that my Plainness

of speech is fanning their hatred of me, and what is their he.ltr_ed but a proof t'hat I am speaking "
mtie;c_ﬂence has arisen the prejudice against me; and this is the reason of it, as you wi|| find o

is the truth; and as the
persuasive tongues, they have fill

either in this or in any future inquiry.

I have said enough in my defense against the first class of my accusers; I turn to the secongq Class,
They are headed by Meletus, that good man and true If)ver of l?ns countty, as he .ca.lls himself
Against these, too, I must try to make a defense:—Let their affidavit be read: it coneaing Something
of this kind: It says that Socrates is a doer of evil, inasmuch as he corrupts the youth, and does oy
receive the gods whom the state receives, but has a new religion of his own. Such is the charge; and
now let us examine the particular counts. He says that I am a doer of evil, and corrupt the youth,
but I say, O men of Athens, that Meletus is a doer of evil, in that he is playing a solemn farce,
recklessly bringing men to trial from a pretended zeal and interest about matters in which he really
never had the smallest interest. And the truth of this I will endeavour to prove to you,

Come hither, Meletus, and let me ask a question of you. You attach great importance to the

improvement of youth?

Yes, I do.

Tell the judges, then, who is their improver; for you must know, as you take such interest in the
subject, and have discovered their corrupter, and are citing and accusing me in this court. Speak,
then, and tell the judges who is the improver of youth:—Observe, Meletus, that you are silent, and
hav_e nothing to say. But is this not rather disgraceful, and a very considerable proof of what I was
saying, that you have no interest in the matter? Speak up, friend, and tell us who their improver is.

The laws.

BUI that llly gOOd Sil' iS not m llest.()ll n h ﬁ ﬁ tion
. ’ ’ y q 1on: Ca you not name Some person ‘whose first q]]a i ca i
WI“ bf.' that he kI]OWS the laWS? ll l

The judges, Socrates, who are present in court.,

Whﬂt do
’ You mean to say, Me etus, th
’ I » that they are able to instruct and improve youth?

Certainly they are,
What, all of them Ot some only and ey others?
All of them
208
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And the scnators?
Al

rs improve them.
5, the genato p

Ye
he members of the assembl
put perlmps th Y cotrupt them?—or do they too improve them?

: them.
They improve

orv Athenian improves and elevates them: i
Then every nem; all with the exception of myself:
cheif Cormpter? Is that what you affirm? S piehs; ancllidlonsem

That 18 what I stoutly affirm.

[ am very unfortunate if you are right. But suppose I ask you a question: Is it the same with horses?
Does one man do them harm and all the world good? Is not the exact opposite the truth? One man
:s able to do them good, or at least very few;—the trainer of horses, that is to say, does them good,
but the ordinary man does them harm if he has to do with them? Is not that true, Meletus, of horses,
or of any other animals? Most assuredly it is; whether you and Anytus say yes or no. Happy indeed
would be the condition of youth if they had one corrupter only, and all the rest of the world were
their benefactors. But you, Meletus, have sufficiently shown that you never had a thought about the

young: your carelessness is plainly seen in your not caring about the very things which you bring
against me.

And now, Meletus, I adjure you to answer me another question: Which is better, to live among
bad citizens, or among good ones? Answer, friend, I say; the question is one which may be easily
answered. Do not the good do their neighbours good, and the bad do them evil?

Certainly.

And is there anyone who would rather be injured than benefited by those who live with him?
Answer, my good friend, the law requires you to answer—does anyone like to be injured?

Certainly not.

And when you accuse me of corrupting and deteriorating the youth, do you allege that I corrupt
them intentionally or unintentionally?

Intentionally, 1 say. .

But you have just admitted that the good do their neighbours good, and the evil do them evil. Now,
is that a truth which your superior wisdom has recognized thus eatly in life, and am I, at my age,
in such darkness and ignorance as not to know that if 2 man with whom I have to live is corrupted
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rupt him, and intentionally, t00—sgq

d by him; and yet I cot -
o be harmed by ikely to be convinced by yoy, B

her human being is ever 1 : .
them unintentionally; and on either view of the cage you

has no cognizance of unintention-al offens'es: you oughe ¢
and warned and admonished me; for if I had had instruction, I should },
did unintcntionally-——beyomd doubt I sholuld; .but you WOLllld have no¢
e. And now you bring me up 111 this court, which is a plac

by me, I am very likely t
say, although neither I nor any ot
I do not corrupt them, or I corrupt
my offense is unintentional, the law

either
lie, If
0 haye
ave lef;
hing to
€ not of

taken me privarely,
off doing what I only
say to me and refused to teach m
instruction, but of punishment.

as I was saying, that Meletus has never had any cage
1 I should like to know, Meletus, in what I am afﬁrmeé
to corrupt the young. I suppose you mean, as I infer from your indictment, that I teach them

not to acknowledge the gods which the state acknowledges, but some other new divinitjes
encies in their stead. These are the lessons by which I corrupt the youth, a

It will be very clear to you, Athenians,
ereat or small, about the matter. But stil

or spiritual ag
you say.

Yes, that I say emphatically.

Then, by the gods, Meletus, of whom we are speaking, tell me and the court, in somewhat plainer
terms, what you mean! for I do not as yet understand whether you affirm that I teach other men to
acknowledge some gods, and therefore that I do believe in gods, and am not an entire atheist—this
you do not lay to my charge,—but only you say that they are not the same gods which the city
recognizes—the charge is that they are different gods. Or, do you mean that I am an atheist simply,

and a teacher of atheism?
I mean the latter—that you are a complete atheist.

What an extraordinary statement! Why do you think so, Meletus? Do you mean that I do not
believe in the god-head of the sun or moon, like the rest of mankind?

I assure you, judges, that he does: for he says that the sun is stone, and the moon earth.

F riend Meletus, do you think that you are accusing Anaxagoras? Have you such a low opinion of the
judges, thar you fancy them so illiterate as not to know that these doctrines are found in the books
of Anaxagoras the Clazomenian, which are full of them? And s0, forsooth, the youth are said to be
taught them by Socrates, when they can be bought in the book-market for one drachma at most;
a’fd they might pay their money, and laugh at Socrates if he pretends to father these extraordinary
views. And so, Meletus, you really think that I do not believe in any god?

I'swear by Zeus that you verily believe in none at all.

Nobody will believe

help thinking, men you, Meletus, and I am pretty sure that you do not believe yourself. I cannot

this indictment in a(:;;:th?;s’ - Ml i el 20dl; iraprident; and ghatihe has bwuflh:
riddle, thinking to try me? H me‘fﬁ‘ Wanf: onness and youthful bravado. Has he not comp Ouflde £
my facetious Sf-'lf-contradi- - said to himself:—1I shall see whether the wise Socrates will disco¥¢
he certainly does 5 o or Whe':hef Ishall be able to deceive him and the rest of ther™ For

PPear to me to contradict himself in the indictment as much as if he said that
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is guilty of not believing in the gods, and yet of believing in them—but this is not like a

[ .
50{:‘3 who is in earnest.
|

' men of Athens, to join me i s
like yous O » tojoin me in examining what I conceive to be his inconsistency;
’

lsh():i youl, Meletus, answer. ‘A“d I must remind the audience of my request that they would not
::;kt‘ \ Jisturbance if I speak in my accustomed manner: 4

Jevet man, Meletus, believe in the existence of human things, and not of human beings?...I
D.! en of Athens, that he would answer, and not be always trying to get up an interruption
e ]' ny man believe in horser‘nanShip, and not in horses? or in flute-playing, and not inpﬂute.-
ayers? My friend, no man ever did; I answer to yau and to the court, as you re;use to answer for
P |f, But now please to answer the next question: Can a man believe in the existence of things

"()l]rst A d . . a
Y . al and divine, and not in spirits or demigods?
spift

He cannot.

How Jucky I am to have extracted t_hat answer, by the assistance of the court! But then you swear in
che indictment that I teach and believe in divine or spiritual things (new or old, no matter for that);
5t any rate, I believe in spiritual things,—so you say and swear in the affidavit; and yet if I believe in
them, how can I help believing in spirits or demigods;—must I not? To be sure I must; your silence
gives consent. Now what are spirits or demigods? are they not either gods or the sons of gods?

Cerrainly they are.

But chis is what I call the facetious riddle invented by you: the demigods or spirits are gods, and you
say first that I do not believe in gods, and then again that I do believe in gods; that is, if I believe
in demigods. For if the demigods are the illegitimate sons of gods, whether by nymphs, or by other
mothers, as some are said to be—what human being will ever believe that there are no gods when
there are sons of gods? You might as well affirm the existence of mules, and deny that of horses and
asses. Such nonsense, Meletus, could only have been intended by you to make trial of me. You have
put this into the indictment because you could think of nothing real of which to accuse me. But
no one who has a particle of understanding will ever be convinced by you that a man can believe
in the existence of things divine and superhuman, and the same man refuse to believe in gods and

demigods and heroes.

I have said enough in answer to the charge of Meletus: any elaborate defense is unnecessary. You
know well the truth of my statement that 1 have incurred many violent enmities; and this is
what will be my destruction if I am destroyed;—not Meletus, nor yet Anytus, but the envy and
detraction of the world, which has been the death of many good men, and will probably be the
death of many more; there is no danger of my being the last of them.

bitp:llwww.sacred-texts.comlclalplatol apology. him
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